The reason why the Programme was hosted by the Institute at Unisa is that elections have created challenges and conflicts in many African countries-electoral processes therefore, need to be improved. The most controversial elections in the last few years include those held in Kenya, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Central Africa Republic, Burundi, Lesotho, The Gambia, Madagascar and Uganda. Continentally, we are guided by nine binding regional principles in the OAU/AU Declaration on the Principles Governing Democratic Elections in Africa 1 and the one which is binding for the states that have ratified it-the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance. 2 The first article is entitled Of demons and Angels: The "International" Gaze on Electoral Democracy in Africa, and was authored by Zondi. The article provides a critical examination on how the politically and economically powerful countries, the United Nations and global non-governmental organisations, funded by philanthropies from multi-billion USA dollars' transnational businesses, specialise on "elections monitoring in Africa." The powerful monitor elections in Africa and produce different reports, but do not allow such activities in their own countries. In fact, it was only in 2016, that a group of 50 Kenyan citizens monitored the USA presidential elections, using a unique Kenyan developed technology, Ushahidi (a Kiswahili word for "witness" or "evidence"). Their report provided some credible observations. Zondi's article raises crucial questions in predominant discourses on electoral democratic practices in the world; and in Africa, in particular, and argues that there are weaknesses that the African Union Commission need to attend to.
The next article Progress and Challenges of Consolidating the African State: "Consolidation Indicators" and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance by Nyambi, is regrettably published posthumously. The scholar, from the University of Great Zimbabwe, passed away before the issue was published. However, his article was ready for publication before he passed on. The article emphasises the need to, and makes suggestions for the development of "consolidating indicators" for measuring progress in implementation of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Democracy in Africa (ACDEG). The author rightly indicates that such indicators should include the measurement of participation of women and the youth. We wish for Nyambi to rest well. His insightful suggestions will be taken forward by other scholars, academics and intellectuals. The wisdom of the ACDEG is that it links democracy, elections and governance-elections are for purposes and not ends in themselves. Mulaudzi's article The Clash of Ideologies: Notions of Multiparty and the African Cultures and Ethnicities examines important fields of discourses concerning elections and democracies in African contexts. He projects these as contestations in theories and epistemologies where African hereditary traditional leadership institutions are increasingly being pushed aside and transplanted; foreign ideas, theories and epistemologies of elections and democracy are being promoted in Africa. All cultures and societies in the world have their idiosyncrasies, not only cultures and societies in Africa. From such a point of view, there ought to be new thoughts on elections and democracy, as well as the appreciation of hybridity and avoidance of paradigms of uniformity and universalisation that put certain cultures over the others.
The next article, Straining without Training? Capacity Related Problems facing African Election Executives and Officials by Maphunye, presents an interesting insight into his empirical research and reflections, based on the cohorts from 2012 to 2014 of election management officers and commissioners who attended the MDEA programme.
Having been a senior manager at the Electoral Commission of South Africa before moving on to academia at Unisa, Maphunye had practical challenging experience in managing elections without special capacity building training in that terrain. From that perspective, he has insight in what those who participate in MDEA learn and experience; and how these enhance their roles in the electoral management bodies (EMBs) in Africa, as well as their own professional development and connectivity with others from different African countries. He points out that some EMBs "constrain" rather than "train" their staff, which undermines the effectiveness of their performance. He points to the importance of MDEA at the Institute for African Renaissance Studies, including his research position at the University. Africa's professionalisation of EMBs is imperative if elections are to be considered relevant contributors to nation building and peace and security in Africa.
Msila and Matjila's contribution, The Management of Democratic Elections in Africa at the University of South Africa: Is this the Right Path towards African Solutions assesses the MDEA in relations to the content it offers and the outcome thereof. The two scholars are participants in the implementation of the Programme, and their critical reflections add knowledge to what the preceding article by Maphunye presents. This is a self-reflection and critique that pins the contribution to the popular talk about finding "Africa's solutions to problems and challenges that face Africa". Situating MDEA within this paradigm of thinking is useful as it places it within a broader search by Africa, seeking its own solutions to the current historical challenges it is facing, in order to find paths for Africa's renaissance.
Khadiagala's Whither Peacebuilding? A Reflection on Post-conflict African Experiences is relevant in democracy, elections and governance in Africa in the 21 st century. As indicated earlier in this Editorial, elections in Africa, and indeed elsewhere, have become sites of public peace and violence, precisely because elections are mostly about the control of state power, and not only benevolent "representation" of the poorly defined "people." The article tackles statebuilding and peacebuilding using some global ideas and theories. It focuses on the need for such initiatives for the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
The article by Mutanga Technology Transformation and Changing Demographic Patterns: Perspectives for Africa's Future Elections, discusses a central issue on the agenda of improving and democratising the management of elections in Africa. Demography and population sizes and dynamics in Africa and many underdeveloped countries are historical challenges. Many countries depend on census estimates and not accurate verifiable figures. From this it becomes difficult to believe in slogans in electoral systems such as "majority vs minority", "overwhelming majority", "mandate of the people", and similar myths. Therefore, MDEA, from the very beginning, put together a study unit on "Population Census and Demarcation of Electoral Constituencies" (Gutto and Velthuizen, MDEA -PMDE01P 2011) . Do, and can innovative technologies be used to improve the conducting of census, demarcation of electoral boundaries and credible registration of boundaries? The author believes that this is possible. Like the use of any other technology, the overall credible achievement depends on the technological competence and ethical behaviour of the users. Kenya, South Africa and many countries in the world have recently experienced problems in elections, associated with the use of technologies without properly trained users (Wolf and Bakken 2016, 21) . But, as Guinier (1994) pointed out, even with technology, gerrymandering can still compromise the credibility of elections. In addition, African countries need to improve systems of registration of births and deaths, where traditional leadership institutions, civil society organisations and faith organisations can play positive roles.
Saha and Gray, in their contribution Fresh Challenges Faced on the Ground by the Kingdom of the Sky: A Quest for Peace, Harmony and Stability tackles a recurring and never-ending story-instability in governance in the Kingdom of Lesotho-coups and counter coups, unstable short-term coalition governments, underdevelopment and an awkward territory that is surrounded by the Republic of South Africa. The latter has got nothing to do with the Kingdom of Lesotho, but a creation of European colonialist, divided Africa. The authors characterise the form of government as "Prime-Ministerial", with too much discretionary power given to the Prime Minister, with very limited checks and balances by the judiciary and Parliament. From what the authors present in the article, it is crucial that the Basotho should start thinking out of the box. Such thinking may include re-making the Constitution, demilitarisation as well as discussions on whether the Kingdom could consider forming a confederation with South Africa.
IMBIZO (PeeR ReVIeweD)
In his article, Nigerian Elections and Deconstructing the "National Question": The Role of Peace Journalism Adebayo also provides an important critical analysis and reflection that the MDEA deals with-the role of the media in elections and the advancement of democracy. The media-print, television, radio, poster advertorials, entertainment performances, digital communications, social media, conferences etc., are powerful forums and propagators of truth and untruths, agitators for peace and security or hatefulness and violence. The role of radio (Radio-Télévision Libre des Mille Collines) in propagating ethnic hatred and genocide in Rwanda is one of the most horrifying in Africa (IPEP/OAU 2000; Clark and Kaufman 2008) . Adebayo argues that traditional media reportage of the "national question" in Nigeria has been more divisive than projecting an agenda for nation building in a country with broad religious and ethnic diversities. Building sustainable democracy in a country such as Nigeria requires journalism that is patriotic and takes into cognisance societal complexities.
Dube and Nhlabatsi's piece On Amorphous Terms, Terrorism and a Feeble Judiciary: Analysis of the Dissenting Judgement in Maseko v Prime Minister of Swaziland provides a critical engagement with the complexity of discourses on democracy in Africa. The Kingdom of Swaziland is formally a constitutionalised absolute monarchy. This means that it is not a parliamentary democracy with judicial independence (Hatchard and Slinn 1999) . There are several international principles and values informing the independence of the judiciary in electoral democracies and governance (Kenya Section of the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 2007). The 2005 Constitution of the Kingdom of Swaziland has a Bill of Rights that provides for freedom of assembly and association, and periodic elections, based on monarchical chiefdom constituencies; and not on pluralistic political parties' system. It also gives the King the powers to appoint an executive answerable to him, and a judiciary that is likewise answerable to him. This article is significant in that it uses a court case involving an unrecognised opposition party and a social activist who has persistently struggled for a genuine multi-party system and freedom for trade unions to drive the point home. It demonstrates how the governance system prevents such an evolution, and what a judge in the analysed case of Maseko and Others v Prime Minister of Swaziland and Others (2016) provided a separate dissenting (minority) judgement from that of the majority of the judges, who supported the present arrangements. The case involved the interpretation and application of crimes of terrorism, sedition and subversion. The article also broadly tackles issues of democracy and the rule of law. Since the governance system in Swaziland is entrenched in the Constitution, the article contributes to the growing discourse on the need for fundamental changes in governance in Swaziland-which either calls for a revolutionary dismantling of the monarchy, or the introduction of a hybrid system of multi-party political system alongside the existing chiefdom system.
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